  PICKERING RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB
HAUGH HOWL RANGE

RANGE ORDERS

This document will be amended as necessary and range users must check the current definitive version displayed on the Club notice board. 
1. General
1.1 These range orders are based on the regulations governing the safe conduct of shooting on the NRA ranges at Bisley modified to suit the particular conditions extant at Pickering.

1.2 The shooting limitations imposed on the Club are those laid down in the Club’s Home Office Approval, Range Safety Certificate, Duchy Lease Agreement, Firearms Legislation, insurance requirements and applicable NRA regulations.

1.3 Range users must comply with these Range Orders while shooting on this range. Failure to comply will result in a warning or disciplinary proceedings depending upon the nature of the infringement.  Severe infringements involving risks to safety may incur instant dismissal from the range and subsequent expulsion from the Club.
1.4 The Club and any members of the Management Committee shall not be liable in respect of any loss or damage arising as a result of any breach or non-observance of these Range Orders thereof by any user of the range.
2. Firearms and Ammunition
2.1 All shooters are responsible for ensuring that their firearms and ammunition are safe to use. Firearms must be made available for inspection by the RCO (Range Conducting Officer) whenever required.

2.2 Shooters may only use rifles and/or smooth bore muskets and/or  permitted pistols which must be within the following limits:

a. Calibre - .577 ins maximum

b. Muzzle velocity (MV) - maximum 3280 ft/sec (1000 m/sec)


c. Muzzle energy (ME) - maximum 3319 ft-lbs (4500 J)
2.3 The following are prohibited:

a. Shotguns and any other weapons outside of Section 1 of the current 23/05/2016

 DATE \@ "dd/MM/yyyy" 23/05/2016Firearms Act.

b. Tracer, incendiary, armour piercing, armour piercing incendiary, depleted uranium and any ammunition containing igniferous or explosive substance.
c. Bullets of any construction other than lead core with gilding metal or soft iron jacket, including specifically mono-metallic except solid lead.

d. Cartridges which, when normally loaded, would exceed the MV/ME limits listed in Section 2.2 c, even if downloaded.
e. .338ins calibre High Muzzle Energy (HME) rifles, i.e. .338 Lapua magnum, .338 Norma, etc. as they exceed the available range safety template and air danger height. 

f. Any firearm not in proof. The RCO may request to examine the proof marks of any firearm present on the firing point & those not exhibiting the marks of the London, Birmingham or any C.I.P. approved proving house must be removed by their owner.

2.4 Permission to fire firearms of an exceptionally large calibre whose ammunition is initiated by a black powder or equivalent charge, i.e. cannons or similar devices, must be obtained from the Secretary.
3. Range Use

3.1 The range may only be used on the dates published via the annual Fixtures list i.e. every Sunday from April to October inclusive and on ten Sundays from November to March inclusive. Shooting is from 0930 hrs to 1700 hrs.
3.2 Range users are requested to arrive in good time in order to help ready the range for the commencement of shooting at 0930 hrs sharp. The quarry gate will be kept open until 1000 hrs and then locked and the inner forest gate (combination – 1970) will be kept open until the termination of shooting.
3.3 All range users must sign the Attendance Register on arrival at the range prior to booking targets. Register entries must be entirely legible as this information is retained.
3.4 Range users who are members must make themselves available to undertake marking and sentry duties. Names should be entered on the Order of Shooting against duty type and distance. In the absence of volunteers the RCO may detail members to perform a duty.

3.4.1 Any Member should aim to undertake at least the same number of duties as details shot.

4. RCO (Range Conducting Officer) Responsibilities

4.1 The RCO has authority over all persons on the range at all times and in all ways in order to ensure the safe conduct of shooting. 
4.2 The RCO is in control of the firing point and will not take part in any other activity at the same time.

4.2.1 It is the practice at Pickering for two RCO’s to operate together such that if one RCO desires to shoot then the remaining RCO will have sole control of the range. 

4.3 The RCO will be clearly identifiable by the wearing of an orange hi-vis waistcoat.
4.4 The RCO will hold an NRA qualification or equivalent or, be an experienced full member of the Club.
5. Eligibility to Shoot 
5.1 Full members are allowed to handle ammunition and firearms and to shoot unsupervised under control of the RCO.

5.2 Probationary members may only shoot under the supervision of the RCO or, a full member.

5.3 Visitors must be accompanied and introduced by a full member who should signify attendance in advance to the Secretary or other Club officer. Visitors may shoot only on production of a valid Firearms Certificate (FAC) and accompanied by the introducing full member. There are no exceptions to this requirement.
5.4 Guests may only shoot on scheduled Guest Days under one-to-one supervision of the sponsoring full member. The sponsoring member should signify in advance to the Secretary, their intention to bring a guest or guests. The guest is not required to possess an FAC or shooting experience. The sponsoring member is required to provide safety instruction prior to shooting.
6. Shooting Procedure
6.1 Shooting may only take place under the control of an RCO and if all three sentries are in place, radio communications are proven and the butts properly manned.
 6.2 No firearm may be loaded or fired except on the firing point and under the direction of the RCO. Prior to commencement of the detail, equipment excepting the firearm but including ammunition, scope, rest, etc. may be placed on the firing point at the RCO’s discretion.

6.3 After the appropriate sentry and butts checks have been made the RCO will call for the butts (red) flag to be lowered and if satisfied all is well, will call for firearms to be placed on the firing point. Other than markers in the butts, no person shall be permitted forward of the firing point and aft of the sentries whilst the butts flag is in the lowered position.
6.4 Shooters may load and fire only when the RCO has given the command “LOAD AND COMMENCE SHOOTING WHEN YOUR TARGET APPEARS”. 
6.4.1 The bolt should not be closed or opened on a live round unless the barrel is horizontal and pointed at the target. In the case of muzzle-loading firearms, the hammer may only be pulled back fully into the cocked position when the barrel is pointed at the target.
6.5 On completion of firing the shooter must call for their firearm to be cleared by the RCO prior to prompt removal of said firearm from the firing point. 

6.6 On completion of the detail and after all firearms have been removed from the firing point the RCO will call for the butts flag to be raised. Once the butts flag has been raised and all sentries and butts personnel have been advised accordingly, they may evacuate their post and to return to base.
6.7 In the event of an interruption to shooting the RCO will call for shooters to stop shooting, unload or remove percussion cap and retire from the firing point, leaving firearms in place and pointing at the butts. Depending on the nature of the interruption the RCO may permit shooters to fire a round already in the breech or a last remaining round from their ammunition tray.
6.7.1 If unloading will compromise the integrity of an unfired round the RCO may permit the firearm to be left in a loaded condition with bolt removed or action locked open.
6.8 In the event of an emergency the RCO will shout STOP! STOP! STOP!  Shooters must then immediately leave the firing point without unloading, leaving firearms in place and pointing at the butts. Shooters should be aware that such an emergency is a serious situation & that the RCO will act to ensure that shooters respond accordingly.
6.8.1 In the event that a shooter or, shooters are aware of a potential emergency whilst on the firing point and having received clearance to shoot i.e. an imminent incursion onto the range; they should signal an emergency by shouting STOP! STOP! STOP! and await the RCO’s instructions.
6.9 Should a firearm malfunction on the firing point or, a cartridge fails to fire, the shooter must call the RCO over to the firing point and explain the problem whilst keeping the firearm pointed at the butts. The RCO will provide advice and help make the firearm safe (see Club Notice “Duff Ammunition”)
6.9.1 If a misfire occurs, the shooter should be aware of the possible danger of a hang-fire. The RCO must be called immediately, whilst the rifle remains pointed towards the butts. After waiting at least 30 seconds in the case of cartridges containing nitrocellulose powders & 60 seconds for those containing black powder, the shooter may then turn the rifle on its side, so that the loading port faces the ground, and open bolt. The shooter must ensure that his fingers and all other parts of his body are not behind the bolt. It is the responsibility of the RCO to ensure that no one is standing behind, should the bolt be blown out. On no account must a round that has misfired be reloaded into the rifle.

6.9.2 In the case of an unfired or fired stuck case, difficult opening or closing of the bolt or cartridge extraction, blown primers, blow-back, case separation, splitting or any other signs of excess pressure the firearm must be laid down pointing towards the butts and the RCO called. No attempt must be made to force the action or the bolt open, if closed.

 6.10 Indiscriminate firing is forbidden. Regardless of the time constraints of any particular practice or mode of shooting, shooters must prioritise the need to hit the target over the need to meet any time limit.

7. Conduct on the Firing Point

7.1. There are normally no more than two shooters to a target. Shooters must book the detail and target lane, left or right, on the appropriate Order of Shooting form. The RCO may call for any empty shooting place to be filled by any shooter who has not pre-booked.
7.1.1 Special circumstances may dictate more than two shooters to a target, for instance competition requirements or a particular manning situation, in which case the RCO may permit additional shooters to a target cognizant with safe practice.

7.2 Rifles fitted with muzzle brakes may be shot on the right hand side of lane three at the RCO’s discretion.
7.3 Whether prone, standing, kneeling or sitting at a bench the muzzle of the firearm must protrude over the forward edge of the firing point and must be well forward of the ears of neighbouring shooters.

7.3 Shooters must be able to shoot with a minimum of distraction. Non-shooters should avoid engaging shooters in conversation during the detail and refrain from behaviour likely to disrupt a shooters concentration.
7.3.1 During guest days, additional full members are permitted on the firing point for the purpose of one-to-one safe supervision of guests.
7.4 Shooters must remove all fired cases from the firing point and return unused rounds if purchased from the Club and not entered on their FAC.
8. Conduct off the Firing Point

8.1 When not on the firing point, firearms must be kept within a gun case or slip, or shown to be unloaded and safe as applicable to the following action types:
8.1.1 Bolt action – bolt removed, or bolt opened with breech flag in       place.

8.1.2 Lever action, falling block, semi-auto, etc. where the bolt cannot be removed – action locked open and breech flag inserted.
8.1.3 Muzzle loading rifle/pistol – percussion cap removed. 
8.2 Neither aiming nor dry-firing is allowed except when in the firing position on the firing point, and then only with the RCO’s permission.

8.3 Range users (other than the RCO checking firearms) must not pick up any other shooter’s firearm without first obtaining permission. 
8.4 All reasonable precautions must be taken to ensure integrity and safeguard the environment within the area of the range. In particular:

8.4.1Remove all litter - please take it home.
8.4.2 Take particular care if smoking and when extinguishing matches, cigarettes, etc.

8.4.3 Do not light a fire of any kind.

8.5 Dogs are allowed on the range but must be kept under control at all times i.e. kept on a lead or, in a vehicle.


9. Sentries
9.1 Apart from visitors, guests and juniors, all shooters must endeavour to undertake one or more sentry or marking duties, at least equal to the number of details shot.
9.1.1 In the event of sentry or marking positions not being filled due to not being assigned on the Order of Shooting, the RCO may request any full member to undertake the said duty. Shooting cannot take place without all sentry positions being filled.
9.2 All sentries must wear a yellow hi-vis waistcoat whilst on duty and whilst travelling from firing point to sentry position and back to the firing point. 

9.3 The sentry must take a red flag and a radio to the sentry post. The flag is to be made visible to any person approaching the sentry post.

9.3.1Sentries must be familiar with the operation of the hand-held radios and if in doubt they should seek instruction from the RCO.

9.4 The function of the sentry is to prevent any person unintentionally encroaching on the range danger area whilst shooting is underway, therefore, sentries must not leave their posts for any reason until given clearance by the RCO.
9.4.1 Any person seen approaching the sentry point via the footpath or otherwise must be requested to stop whether shooting is underway or not, until clearance is obtained by radio from the RCO. Once cleared, the sentry must radio the firing point confirming clearance and number of persons (and animals) passing the sentry point. Radio confirmation is also required in respect of persons departing the danger area & passing the sentry point.
9.5 Any assignee to Sentry 3 Post has the additional responsibility of confirming butts integrity when shooting takes place at 100 yards. 
9.5.1 At the appropriate time and prior to shooting the RCO will direct the sentry to ensure the butts are clear, raise the targets and lower the flag. On return to the sentry post the sentry must radio to the firing point that the action has been completed. 
9.5.2 On completion of shooting the RCO will further direct the sentry to raise the butts flag and lower the targets. The sentry must then radio the action is complete.
10. Markers

10.1 All markers must wear a yellow hi-vis waistcoat whilst on duty and whilst travelling to and from the butts.

10.2 Hearing protection must be worn whilst in the butts when shooting is taking place.

10.3 Markers must familiarise themselves with the scoring system to be applied during shooting. Those persons new to marking or not familiar with the system in use on the range should partner with an experienced member for one or two details.

10.4 Markers must be familiar with and have access to a working radio tuned to the appropriate channel.

10.4.1 Although not essential, it is helpful if markers use the system of NRA radio code messages which are displayed in the butts and at the firing point.
10.5 Markers must not leave the butts until shooting is complete, the butts flag raised and clearance given by the RCO.

11. Accidents and Emergencies
11.1In the event of any person (s) receiving an injury whilst on the range, including members of the public, the following procedures are to be followed:
11.1.1 Minor injuries – first aid should be applied as necessary on the range utilising the first aid kit kept with the range gear. If required, the victim can be taken to the Malton Hospital, Minor Injuries Unit, Middlecave Road, Malton, YO17 7NG; Tel.: 01653 693041.

11.1.2 Major injuries – an ambulance must be called by mobile phone (detail sentry 2 or, drive to the quarry entrance should reception prove difficult) stating the location as: Wailes Hagg Wood, Newbridge Quarry, Pickering, YO18 8JL. A member must be detailed to open the quarry gate, wait for the ambulance and escort it to the range.
11.2 In any incident involving injury or damage the following action should be taken:
11.2.1 Stop firing, secure the site and touch nothing unless essential for safety or medical reasons.

11.2.2 Do only what is necessary to make the situation safe.

11.2.3 Arrange for First Aid and call for further medical assistance where necessary (see 11.1.1 and 11.1.2).

11.2.4 Call the Police if the incident is related directly to shooting.

11.2.5 Carry out a preliminary investigation and complete the incident form parts A and B (kept in radio box). A description of the incident including witness statements, injury/damage details, action taken by individuals at the time, use of firearm/ammunition, orders given relative to the incident and general details of time and place, etc. will be required. Photographs of the scene via camera or mobile phone will be helpful.
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