PICKERING RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB
RANGE SAFETY RULES

These rules are a summary of those detailed in the Range Orders and referenced in the Club Constitution and Bye Laws. In any dispute the Range Orders take precedence.
1. General

1.1 The Range Safety Rules govern the safe conduct of shooting on the Haugh Howl Range of Pickering Rifle and Pistol club and are to be strictly complied with by all members, visitors and guests.
1.2 Any breach of these Rules is to be reported to an officer of the Club or, a member of the Committee.

1.3 The Club and any members of the Management Committee shall not be liable in respect of any loss or damage arising as a result of any breach or non-observance of these Rules thereof by any user of the range.
1.4 Responsibility for the safe custody of firearms, ammunition and accoutrements lies with the individual owner. 

1.5 Hearing protection must be worn by all persons on and in the vicinity of the firing point and in the butts whilst shooting is underway.

1.7 Control of the range is vested in the designated RCO (Range Conducting Officer) for the day. The RCO has complete authority and responsibility for everything that happens on the range while he/she is in charge. The RCO’s authority applies to members, visitors and guests.
1.8 All members, visitors and guests intending to shoot must sign the Attendance Register.

2. Range Support Activities – Sentry Duty and Marking

2.1 Shooting may not commence without the designated sentry posts and butts are fully manned. The butts need not be manned when shooting takes place from the 100 yards firing point (see Range Orders 9.5).
2.2 No person may proceed forward of the firing point except under the direction of the RCO and without wearing a hi-vis waistcoat.

2.3 Sentries must carry a working radio tuned to the appropriate channel. Markers must have access to a working butt’s radio tuned to the appropriate channel.

2.4 Sentries and markers must not leave their posts for any reason until given clearance by the RCO and in the case of markers, the butts flag having been raised. 

3. Firearms and Ammunition

3.1 Individual shooters are responsible for ensuring that their firearms and ammunition are safe to use. 
3.2 No firearm and ammunition combination may be used which exceed the following:

3.2.1 Muzzle energy of 3319 ft-lbs (4500 joules)
3.2.2 Muzzle velocity of 3280 ft/sec (1000 m/sec)
3.2.3 Calibre of 0.577 inches

3.3 Shotguns and any other firearm outside of Section 1 of the current Firearms Act are prohibited.

3.4 Bullets of any construction other than solid lead, lead core with gilding metal or soft iron jacket are prohibited.
3.5 All firearms used on the range must be in proof.

4. Shooting

4.1 Shooters must follow the instructions of the RCO at all times.

4.2 Firearms are not allowed on the firing point except under the direction of the RCO.

4.3 Shooters may only load and fire after the RCO has issued the command “LOAD AND COMMENCE SHOOTING WHEN YOUR TARGET APPEARS”.

4.4 Indiscriminate shooting must be avoided. Shooters should call the RCO if encountering difficulty with zeroing their firearm.

4.5 In the event of any kind of firearm or ammunition malfunction the shooter must call the RCO over to the firing point whilst keeping the rifle pointed at the target. See Range Orders 6.9 for the procedure for handling a misfire.

4.6 In the event of an emergency the RCO will shout “STOP! STOP! STOP!. Shooters must then immediately leave the firing point without unloading, leaving firearms in place and pointing at the butts. 

4.7 Shooters must get their rifle cleared by the RCO on completion of firing prior to prompt removal from the firing point.
5. Conduct

5.1 Shooters must pay attention to the RCO’s instructions at all times.

5.1 Non - shooters should avoid behaviour likely to distract a shooter during firing.

5.2 Shooters must remove all fired cases from the firing point & return unfired rounds if purchased from the Club & not entered on their FAC.
5.3 When on the firing point rifles should be kept pointing at the target at all times & when off the firing point rifles must be shown safe by virtue of being encased or, the action rendered unusable (see Range Orders 8.1). 

5.4 In the event of an accident or, emergency all on the range must follow the instructions of the RCO &/or Club officers who will organise the appropriate referrals &/or emergency services.

